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and casuistical morality to shrink from using this
incentive, so long as one faithfully puts the higher
side of the question before a boy as well. But
when one is quite sure that the larger aspect of
the case will fall on deaf ears, and that only the
lower stimulus will be absorbed, one is apt to
hesitate. I am inclined, however, to think that
such hesitation is on the whole misplaced, and
that in dealing with immature minds one must
be content to use immature motives. There is a
temptation to try and keep the education of people
too much in one's own hands, and to feel oneself
to be too responsible in the matter. I have a
friend who errs in this respect, and who is apt
to assume too wide a responsibility in dealing
with others, who was gently rebuked by a wise-
hearted teacher of wide and deep experience, who
said on one occasion, when over-anxiety had spoilt
the effect of my friend's attempts, that he ought to
be content to leave something for God to do.
But for oneself, one must try to learn the large
lesson in the course of time, to learn that the sense
of ambition is often, in reality, only a sense of per-
sonal vanity and self-confidence disguised ; and
that the one possible attitude of mind is to go
humbly and patiently forward, desiring the best,